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CONFIDENTIAL ANKARA 7922 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, TU 

SUB J : RUMORS OF EARLY ELECTIONS 

1 .DURING RECENT WEEKS THERE HAS BEEN A RESURGENCE IN 

TURKEY OF THE PERIDOICALLY POPULAR RUMOR THAT EARLY GENERAL 

ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD. MOST OF THESE RUMORS SUGGEST THAT 

PRIMIN DEMIREL IS PLANNING TO CALL ELECTIONS 

IN MAY OR JUNE INSTEAD OF WAITING UNTIL THE SCHEDULED 

DATE OF OCTOBER, 1977. 

2. DEMIREL'S INTEREST IN EARLY ELECTIONS IS PREDICTED 
ON TWO CONSIDERATIONS: (1) IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT THE 
ECONOMIC SITUATION IN SPRING OF 1977 WILL BE MORE 
BENEFICIAL TO DEMIREL THAN IT MIGHT BE LATER AND (2) 

DEMIREL'S PATIENCE WITH HIS COALITION PARTNERS HAS BEEN 
EXHAUSTED. 
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3. THE ARGUMENT THAT THE ECONOMIC SITUATION IN THE SPRING 
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WILL BENEFIT DEMIREL AND HIS PARTY IS BASED ON THE 
EXPECTATION THAT THE PRESENT ECONOMIC SITUATION CAN BE 
MAINTAINED BY THE DEMIREL GOVERNMENT AT LEAST UNTIL 
SPRING, AFTER WHICH THE GROWING DANGERS OF INFLATION AND 
FOREIGN RESERVE OUTFLOWS WOULD MAKE HIS RECORD LESS 
ATTRACTIVE. 

4. THE VIEW THAT DEMIREL IS FED UP WITH TRYING TO HOLD 
HIS COALITION TOGETHER IS SUPPORTED BY INCREASING PUBLIC 
EVIDENCE OF STRAINS BETWEEN THE IUSTICE PARTY (JP) AND 
THE MAJOR COALITION PARTY, THE NATIONAL SALVATION PARTY 
(NASP), LED BY NECMETTIN ERBAKAN. ERBAKAN'S RESISTANCE 
TO JP COALITION LEADERSHIP IS ALMOST LEGENDARY AND 
UNDOUBTEDLY IS A CAUSE OF FRUSTRATION FOR DEMIREL AND HIS 
COLLEAGUES. BEYOND THAT. ERBAKAN'S UNCOOPERATIVE PERFORMANCE 
HAS MADE IT VERY DIFFICULT FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO FUNCTION 
PRODUCTIVELY IN MAY AREAS. ERBAKAN HAS DELIBERATELY 

HELD UP APPOINTMENTS AND DECREES WHITH WHICH HE HAS DISAGREED. 
TO DATE HE HAS MANAGED TO GET AWAY WITH SUCH BEHAVIOR 
BECAUSE DEMIREL DID NOT WANT TO RISK DESTRUCTION OF 
THE COALITION, BUT NOW, THR RUMORS SUGGEST 
DEMIREL'S PATIENCE IS EXHAUSTED. 

5. A DECISION TO HOLD EARLY ELECTIONS WOULD REQUIRE THE 
APPROVAL OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, WHERE DEMIREL'S JP 
OCCUPIES ONLY 164 OF THE 450 SEATS. THERE IS LITTLE REASON 

TO BELIEVE THAT THE JP COULD EXPECT ANY SUBSTANTIAL SUPPORT 
FROM ITS COALITION PARTNERS IN PUSHING FOR EARLY ELECTIONS, 

AND IN FACT, WILL MOST LIKELY ENCOUNTER THEIR OPPOSITION. 

THE NSP AND ITS CHAIRMAN ERBAKAN, WHICH RELY HEAVILY ON 
THE APPEAL OF THEIR REGLIGIOUS FUNDAMENTALISM, WOULD PROBABLY 
PREFER TO SEE THE ELECTIONS IN OCTOBER, SHORTLY AFTER THE 
HOLY MONTH OF RAMAZAN. ERBAKAN'S MUCH PUBLICIZED NEW 
INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS CAMPAIGN ALSO REQUIRES ADDITIONAL TIME 
SO THAT THE MANY PROJECTS HE HAS DEDICATED BECOME MORE 
VISIBLE. (WE HAVE BEEN TOLD BY A SENIOR NSP OFFICIAL, 

HOWEVER, THAT THE PARTY WOULD AGREE TO EARLY ELECTIONS IF 
THE REPUBLICAN PEOPLES' PARTY (RPPP) NATIONAL CONGRESS IN 
NOVEMBER SHOULD RESULT IN A SPLIT IN THIS MAJOR OPPOSITION 
PARTY.) 
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6. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE TWO SMALLER COALITION PARTIES 
COULD BE PERSUADED TO VOTE FOR EARLY ELECTIONS, ALTHOUGH 
AT THIS POINT, THERE SEEMS TO BE NO INCENTIVE FOR THEM 
TO DO SO. SINCE A GOOD PORTION OF THE 14 INDEPENDENT 
DEPUTIES THAT NOW SUPPORT THE COALITION, AS WELL AS THE 
18 DEPUTIES OF THE FADING DEMOCRATIC PARTY (DP), WOULD 
ALMOST CERTAINLY LOSE THEIR SEATS IN A NEW ELECTION, IT 
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IS NOT LOGICAL TO EXPECT THEM TO SUPPORT EARLY ELECTIONS. 
THEREFORE, IN ORDER FOR EARLY ELECTIONS TO BE HELD, 

DEMIREL WOULD PROBABLY NEED TO SUPPORT OF THE OPPOSITION 
RPP. WHILE AS RECENTLY AS THE BEGINNING OF THIS YEAR THE 
RPP WAS ACTIVELY SEEKING EARLY ELECTIONS, IT HAS ABANDONED 
THAT TACTIC AND, IN VIEW OF THE PARTY'S INTERNAL PROBLEMS, 
THERE IS LITTLE REASON TO BELIEVE THAT TI WOULD RETURN TO 
IT SOON. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD BY MORE THAN ONE RPP DEPUTY 
THAT THEY WILL NOT SUPPORT A CALL FOR EARLY ELECTIONS UNDER 
PRESENTLY FORESEEABLE CIRCUMSTANCES. ALSO ACCORDING TO 
PRESS REPORTS, RPP CHAIRMAN ECEVIT TOLD HIS PARTY ASSEMBLY 
OCTOBER 17 THAT THE TIME FOR EARLY ELECTIONS HAS PASSED. 

7. COMMENT: THE SUBUECT OF EARLY ELECTIONS IS A RECURRENT 
THEME OF POLITICAL RUMORS IN TURKEY. HOWEVER, ONLY ONCE 
DURING THE LAST 25 YEARS HAVE EARLY ELECTIONS BEEN HELD 
(1957). RPP LEADER ECEVIT TRIED VERY HARD IN LATE 
1974 TO ARRANGE FOR EARLY ELECTIONS AND DESPITE HIS 
EXTRAORDINARY POPULARITY IN THE IMMEDIATE AFTERMATH OF 
THE CYPRUS INTERVENTION AND DESPITE HIS PARTY'S CONTROL 
OF 26 MORE SEATS IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY THAN THE JP 
NOW CONTROLS, HE WAS UNABLE TO DO SO. THEREFORE, WHILE THE 
POSSIBLILITY OF ELECTIONS IN THE SPRING OF 1977 CANNOT BE 
ENTIRELY DISCOUNTED, WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT A MORE 
LIKELY DATE IS THE PRESENTLY SCHEDULED TIME OF OCTOBER 1977. 
MACOMB ER 
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